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rived from different strata; which have been minutely divided by air and
water, and are intimately blended together: and in improving soils arti-
ficially, the farmer cannot do better thaa imitate the processes of nature.
The materials necessary for the purpose are seldom far distant: coarse
sand is often found immediately on chalk; and beds of sand and gravel
are common below clay. The labour of improving the texture or consti-
tution of the soil, is repaid by a great permanent advantage; less manure
is required, and its fertility insured: and capital laid out in this way secures
for ever, the productiveness, and consequently the value of the land, *

* It is much to be regretted that these valuable suggestions have been acted
on to so small an extent. In all parts of the country fields may be seen in
which manure lies locked up, or is unduly wasted, in consequence of the want of
proper texture in the soils. This might be permanently remedied by the applica-
tion of mineral matter. The expense of this plan, coupled with an inadequate
perception of the benefit that would be derived, forms the usual bar to its adop-
tion. Of late yeai*s, deep ploughing, andgreater attention to the mineral portion
of composts, have done something to improve matters; hut it sometimes happens,
that the subsoil is not of a nature to improve the soil when mixed with it, and
the same objection, applies in some instances, to the road-scrapings and ditch-
scourings, used in compost. When these substances are suitable, the farmer
must be very ignorant who does not use them largely, and when they are not
suitable to his particular soil, he ought to examine every road-cutting and
stream-channel in his vicinity, and he will rarely fail to discover something that
will suit his purpose.